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The opening of a new church 
building is always good news. 
But that of St Peter’s Church 
Centre, Battersea, in November 
is specially signifi cant, as it 
marks another step forward 
for a lively and active church, 
committed to “Loving God, 
being family, bringing hope in 
Ba  ersea and beyond” – but 
which less than 20 years ago 
seemed doomed to closure.

The remarkable renaissance 
is a tribute to a church family 
who refused to give up and (to 
misquote the Beatles) ‘a little 
help from their friends’.  

When the fi rst St Peter’s 
church, founded in 1875, 
was destroyed by fi re in 
1970, the church family 
held together. A ‘temporary’ 
church and community 
centre was built and church 
life continued. Then came 
change – to both the area and 
its population - and by the 
late 1990s a shrinking but 
dedicated church family were 
once again resisting (seemingly 
inevitable) closure.

This time help came from 
the neighbouring St Mark’s 
Church, Battersea Rise.  St 
Peter’s was added to the ‘cure’ 
of St Mark’s Vicar, the Revd 
Paul Perkin who sent in a 
small group to support the 
‘faithful remnant’ and start 
the process of rebirth. In 2007 
a further group of 19 adults 
from St Mark’s, led by the 
(then) curate, the Revd Patrick 
Malone joined them. 

Over time their number was 
added to by local residents and 
others – so that by 2012 the 
‘phoenix’ parish was able to 
come out from under St Mark’s 

wing and stand alone, with 
Patrick as Priest in Charge.

By then the ‘temporary’ 
building was no longer fi t for 
purpose and so the church 
family moved into the local 
library and then the church’s 
community centre on the 
neighbouring Winstanley 
Estate. 

In the recent annual report 
Patrick commented that, whilst 
the Centre was ‘somewhat 
hidden, out of sight and hard 
to fi nd’ (and too small for the 
growing numbers), it had 
helped to ‘push us out into 
the community ... a missional 
church that goes out, reaches 
out beyond its walls and 
confi nes to tell others and 
show them that Jesus is alive 
and in the business of bringing 
hope and transformation’.

 In January 2014 the decision 
was taken to demolish the 
‘temporary’ building and to 
enter into an agreement in 
which the land was leased 
to a developer to build an 
apartment block. In return St 

Peter’s got a new church and 
community centre, a vicarage 
and three of the fl ats (and a 
share in future income).  The 
result is a big, bright and bold 
building on three fl oors, with 
a hall, rooms and offi ces on 
the ground fl oor, a worship 
space on the fi rst fl oor and 
more rooms above that – a 
springboard for the church’s 
vision, mission and ministry 
which is already attracting new 
people every week.

To carry that forward, St 
Peter’s has an impressive 
staff team. Led by Patrick 
Malone, there are two full 
time and four part time staff 
handling the different aspects 
of management, ministry and 
mission. 

The staff team are backed 
by an equally impressive PCC 
structure with sub groups 
responsible for oversight - and 
participation - in every aspect 
of the church’s activities from 
fi nance and the new building to 
prayer and even staff welfare. 

Central to St Peter’s vision is 
‘belonging’ – and so everyone 
is encouraged to join one of the 
six Community Groups which 
meet weekly for Bible study, 
worship, prayer and sharing 
(and food) and are the vehicle 
for growing discipleship and 
community engagement.  

There is a busy seven day 
programme – starting at 
10.30am every Sunday with 
the ‘Sunday celebration’ 
– worship songs, Biblical 
teaching, testimony and lots of 
prayer, plus Holy Communion 
fortnightly. There are age-
related groups for children and 
they all fi nish around 12.15pm 
for tea and coffee, a lot of 
chatting – and more prayer. 

Every other Sunday evening 
there is ‘Waiting Room’ - a 
quieter mix of worship, prayer 
and listening to God.

Community Groups meet 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings in people’s homes 
across the parish. Wednesday 
morning sees church members 
out on the streets talking to 
people and offering prayer 
and on Thursday evening a 
prayer meeting is followed by 
sharing freshly-baked pastries. 

Throughout the year there are 
also times of 24 hour prayer. 
There is a regular weekly 
women’s group and ad-hoc 
gatherings for men and women 
throughout the year. 

A Parenting Course was 
started recently working with 
Kids Matters – and there is now 
an Alpha2 Group who met on 
an Alpha Course decided to stay 
and study together. 

For younger people, as 
well as the children’s Sunday 
groups, there’s a weekly 
lunchtime cooking club for 
under 5s with their parents 
or carers - where the recipes 
include fun and Bible stories.  

For older ‘youngsters’ every 
other Sunday morning there’s 
a group for 10-16 year olds 
with #questioneverything as its 
unoffi cial tagline! 

There’s a Friday evening 
youth club for 11-18s where 
Bible Study and discussion is 
followed by pizza and anything 
from Play Station to ping pong!  
There is also a group of young 
people who meet on Monday 
evenings for indoor climbing!

Currently on Tuesdays  
St Peter’s is hosting a night 
shelter, as part of Glass Doors 
Wandsworth. Around 15 guests 
also get a hot evening meal, a 
bed for the night and a cooked 
breakfast in the morning- 
and are helped to fi nd work, 
housing and more.

If that sounds like a busy 
parish… it is. And with 
membership currently at 
around 100, how do they 
manage it? I asked Operations 
manager, Sarah Lewney. 

“

We place a real value on 
participation,” she said. 
“Almost every church member 
serves in one way or another. 
The staff team is here mainly 
to enable everyone to fi nd and 
practice their ministry – and 
people respond wonderfully”

Is fi nance an issue – a 
comparatively big staff team, 
St Peter’s Centre on the 
Winstanley Estate and now the 
new building? 

“We are very blessed” said 
Sarah. “Our members are 
generous in their giving, 
some quite sacrifi cially and 
of course we are benefi ting 
from the investments of our 
predecessors. For example, 
our part of the cost of building 
the St Peter’s (community) 
Centre was funded by the sale 
of the parish’s other church, 
St Paul’s. It already produces 
a valuable income, which of 
course can grow now we no 
longer need to reserve space 
for church use. And of course, 
we owe this new church to 
those whose investment in the 
land for the previous building 
facilitated the development 
agreement”. 

It is a very diverse 
congregation too – 
ethnicity, age (toddlers to 
nonogenarians) and social class 
refl ecting the local community. 
There are many new people, 
some new to ‘Church’ entirely 
and they worship alongside 
others whose membership 
of St Peter’s dates back to 
the more traditional  (Anglo-
Catholic) days of the 1990s. 
In and around the parish is 
everything from executive 

homes to social housing 
including some areas within 
the ‘top’ 5% for deprivation and 
suffering from gang violence 
and anti-social behaviour. On 
the other hand several areas 
are being redeveloped – and 
whilst many local residents are 
long standing residents there 
is a lot of fear and suspicion 
generated by ‘change’.  Whilst 
the majority of St Peter’s 
congregation are local, some 
have kept their ties to the 
church despite moving away.  

Patrick Malone said 
that there were a few (not 
unexpected) setbacks when 
they moved out of the 
‘temporary’ church in 2014 ; 
“we lost a few people and we 
were less ‘visible’ – initially 
in the library and then in the 
St Peter’s Centre. But since 
the new church opened in 
November we’ve grown in 
numbers by at least 10%. And 
there are new faces every week. 

“It’s exciting to have this 
new foundation from which 
to reach out to new people, 
in new ways. Being visible 
on a major road helps; as 
does having an eye-catching 
building. But most important 
is the effort and enthusiasm of 
St Peter’s people”. 

He believed that the new 
church and centre would put 
a fresh impetus into St Peter’s 
mission and ministry to the 
local area – which certainly 
seems to need their message of 
‘hope and transformation’ - and 
will “provide a fi rm footing 
for our vision of Loving God, 
being family, bringing hope in 
Ba  ersea and beyond”.

St Peter & St Paul, St Peter & St Paul, 
BatterseaBattersea

The Revd Patrick Malone

St Peter’s people - on the streets sharing conversation and prayer; in the kitchen preparing for an Open Doors evening and the first All-age Christingle in the new churcxh


